
1  Mark Rothwell 2015 

 

RCM JENKINS - A GENTLEMAN AT WAR 
 

 
Chief Constable RCM Jenkins, Penzance, 1937. 

 
For one Kentish gentleman, surviving the horrors of the Western Front left him with 
an unbreakable sense of duty and responsibility. This is the story of Robert Cyril 
Morton Jenkins, a man whose police career spanned 44 years, from Kent to 
Cornwall and back again, and whose desire to serve his country did not begin and 
end with The Great War. 
 
Your Country Needs You! 
 
The year is 1914. As war in Europe became a certainty, a young RCM Jenkins 
responded to Lord Kitchener‟s call to arms and enlisted with the 2/1st East Kent 
Yeomanry, based in Canterbury. Aged only 16, like so many others he would have 
had to lie about his age in order to successfully volunteer. As part of the 2/1st South 
Eastern Mounted Brigade, he trained at Broomfield Hall in Herne Bay, Kent.i It is 
important to note at this point that in 1914, joining the army was not mandatory, as 
conscription would not arrive until the passing of the 1916 Military Service Act. It is 
also important to note that military service was advertised as a proud and chivalrous 
vocation, with some regiments offering generous billets, sports clubs and free 
cigarettes, so it is safe to assume that joining the Army carried considerable appeal 
for the young Kentish boy, who grew up in Stalisfield as the only child of his adoptive 
parents William and Bertha.ii 
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RCM Jenkins, seated front-left, at Broomfield Hall in 1914. 

 
The early history of the East Kent Yeomanry is a complex one, as the newly formed 
regiments, brigades and divisions were often merged and renamed as the 
estimations and expectations of the war effort shifted and changed. The rate of 
attrition on the Western Front meant that deployment was inevitable, and Jenkins‟ 
experience of early life in the Army would have been one of intense training in the 
looming shadow of impending deployment. In July of 1916 the 2/1st East Kent 
Yeomanry became a cyclist unit, as part of the 7th Cyclist Brigade, 2nd Cyclist 
Division based in the Manningtree area of Essex. In November of 1916 the division 
was broken up and merged with the 2/1st Queen‟s Own West Kent Yeomanry. 
 

 
Front row, second from left, at Bridge Camp, 1916. Note the bicycles strewn around in the 

background. 

 
As a result of the reshuffle, Jenkins was transferred to the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion 
of the Queen‟s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, part of the 122nd Brigade of the 41st 
Division under the command of Major-General Sydney Lawford. The 41st Division 
was deployed to the Western Front in the first week of May 1916.iii 
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The Kaiser’s War 
 
Jenkins‟ first taste of trench life came at Ploegsteert Wood, a sector of the Western 
Front in Flanders in north-west Belgium. At this point in the conflict, Ploegsteert 
Wood, or “Plugstreet” Wood as it became known to the British “Tommie,” was a 
relatively safe arena owing to the German Army focusing their efforts elsewhere. On 
15th September 1916, the battalions of the 41st Division saw fierce fighting in the 
week-long Battle of Flers-Courcelette in France, which was the historic first use of 
tanks by the British Army. These new machines did not perform well; they were 
unable to keep up with marching infantry and were very vulnerable to enemy artillery 
fire. The battle itself was only a partial success, and the Allies failed to cut a hole in 
the German defensive line, which was the battle‟s main objective. Nonetheless, by 
22nd September, the Allies had advanced over 2,000 yards and captured the villages 
of Courcelette, Martinpuich and Flers, with the soldiers of The Eleventh merrily 
munching on apples taken from nearby orchards as they marched.iv  

Jenkins‟ role on the battlefield was that of a “runner” with the Eleventh 
Battalion „D‟ Company. Runners performed the unenviable task of ferrying messages 
and rum between British trenches, often under heavy fire. One example includes an 
incident at an area known as White Chateau in June of 1917, where he and his good 
friend and fellow soldier Bertie Jordan came under fire, failed to deliver their 
messages to another trench and were mistaken for German prisoners on the journey 
back. 
 
“Late that night Jordan and I had to go up to the front line with messages and rum. 
We left Opal Reserve at the same spot as we had done earlier in the evening and 
tried to strike the front line, as before. We walked a long way and then struck some 
German wire. I assumed that it was their old front line and got through. We went on a 
few yards when a German flare was sent up and we heard a German challenge. We 
lay low for some time and then made our way back through the wire, where we were 
at once challenged by one of our own patrols. It proved to be Corpl. S. Port, of „D‟ 
Company, and his men, covering the R.E. wiring party in front of our line. We had 
been about 200 yards ahead of this. It was a case of „where ignorance is bliss.‟ 
When we were brought in, the frontline people took us for a couple of prisoners and I 
well remember the astonishment and remarks of Mr. Malpass, as he recognised us. 
His remarks were, however, compared to my half section, Jordan, when he heard 
the German challenge and we realised where we were. „A fine guide you are, etc, 
etc.‟” v 
 
Jenkins was noted by his superiors for his jollity in the face of danger, and it is safe 
to say that he had quite the sense of humour. In later life he would write a piece for 
the Kentish Gazette, in which he referred to The Great War as “1914 and all that,” 
and described the West Kent‟s artillerymen as “10-mile snipers,” a tongue-in-cheek 
slur on his long-range comrades, who were often responsible for devastating 
incidents of friendly fire. In October of 1916, The Eleventh Battalion participated in 
the battles of Le Sars and Butte de Walincourt, sustaining heavy casualties. The 
freezing winter of 1916-1917 was spent in the trenches at St. Eloi. Whatever trench 
life may have been for Jenkins, he found the time to help his friend Bertie Jordan 
write letters home to his family, for Bertie could not read or write. To help raise 
morale at Christmastime, the British Government sent Christmas cards to its troops, 
some humorously depicting German prisoners being led away, wishing the British 
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Army luck in “capturing” the season‟s spirit. Further humour can be derived from the 
idea that The Eleventh Battalion infamously became known as the “battalion that 
never ran out of rum” following the discovery on the Somme battlefield of an 
abandoned rum wagon by the „D‟ Company Quartermaster.vi Many of the men 
seized the moment and discretely carried extra canteens in their kit for the rest of the 
war. Did Jenkins partake in a cheeky round of free rum? We will never know, but it is 
safe to say that not a lot of soldiers would have passed on the opportunity to savour 
small mercies amidst the bloodshed.  

By the summer of 1917 The Eleventh Battalion had come full circle and found 
itself back in Belgium at Ploegsteert Wood in anticipation of the attack on Messines 
Ridge. By this time, Ploegsteert Wood had become something of a safe-haven for 
soldiers and was used as a place to recuperate. Between July and September they 
took part in the 3rd Ypres with battles at Hollebecke Village and Tower Hamlets. The 
remainder of the year was a reprieve, as they were allowed three months rest and 
recuperation at La Panne on the Belgian Coast.  

The return to fighting in the winter of 1917/1918 was not without its hardships, 
with Jenkins and his fellow soldiers having to endure freezing conditions and heavy 
marching in the effort to repel the Italians on their own soil as part of the Italian 
Expeditionary Force. They were conveyed to Italy by train, arriving in Mantua and 
took the front line near the River Piave, northwest of Treviso. Historically, vacated 
Italian trenches were torrid places for British soldiers to inhabit, because the Italians 
had a habit of using them as latrines. They remained in Italy for three months before 
returning to the Western Front in time for the German Spring Offensive.  

On 11th March 1918, the War Office decreed that the Royal West Kent 
Regiment should reduce its number of battalions, and by March 16th The Eleventh 
Battalion was no more. Jenkins was redeployed to the Eighth Battalion and back to 
France. Bertie Jordan transferred to the Army Service Corps, a contingent of men 
dedicated to providing supplies by wagon to the British Army. True to his sense of 
humour, Jenkins would bemoan Jordan‟s generous new pay rate of six shillings per 
day compared to the paltry one shilling earned by your average “footslogger.“vii For 
his services to the battalion he was recommended for a commission, but was 
wounded before arrangements could be made. 

From 8th August to 11th November 1918, the battalions of the 41st Division 
launched offensives against the Central Powers, successfully pushing the Germans 
out of France in a series of battles that became known as the Hundred Days 
Offensive. The Germans retreated beyond the Hindenburg Line and onto Armistice 
in November. By war‟s end casualties for The Eleventh had totalled 1,812 out of a 
force of 3,000, and for the 41st Division as a whole, 32,158 killed, wounded or 
missing.viii 

The war remained close to his heart, and in the 1930s he undertook tours of 
the old battlefields with comrades of the Royal West Kent Regiment. He was 
Mentioned in Despatches by Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig for gallant and 
distinguished services in the field. The note survives and is depicted below, signed 
by Winston Churchill, Secretary of State for War.  
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And in a note from Major-General Sydney Lawford, Commander of the 41st Division, 
he was commended for his “cheerfulness under heavy fire.” 
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The Canterbury Beat 
 
The extra battalions of the Royal West Kent Regiment were fully disbanded in 1919, 
releasing Jenkins back to normal life in Kent, who did not wait long before choosing 
his next vocation. In February of 1919, he arrived at Canterbury City Police Station in 
full military uniform for his interview, and became the first post-war recruit for the 
force. Legend has it that Jenkins saw an officer walk by bearing the Egyptian Star, 
and was overcome with “visions of Majors and Sergeant Majors.” He instinctively 
threw the officer a quick salute, and made a friend for life! That officer was Jesse 
Lockey. Lockey would become one of the many seasoned police officers he would 
learn from, and young officers like Jenkins would depend upon the sage advice of 
their more experienced colleagues in the absence of any formal training.  

In his first year, Jenkins took lodgings at 8 New Street, St. Dunstan‟s, the 
home of his mentor Police Constable Inge. Inge was Bertie Jordan‟s brother-in-law, 
and through him he would meet and become romantically involved with Ethel Jordan, 
Bertie‟s sister. Ethel had received Jenkins‟ letters from the trenches and had replied 
to them on behalf of the family. Jenkins was a fast mover, and by September of 1919 
they were married at St. Werburgh‟s Church in Hoo, Kent. 

 

 
 

RCM Jenkins, front left, outside Canterbury Cathedral in 1930. 

 
As mentioned already, Jenkins had to learn his trade from those around him, and he 
was fortunate enough to have been surrounded by colleagues with whom he had a 
lot in common; most of the Canterbury City force were former soldiers, generally 
referred to as “Kitchener‟s Mob” to differentiate between those officers who hadn‟t 
gone to war.  

His first shift was on 19th February 1919, a four-hour night duty in the 
Wincheap areaix aided by a smoky oil lamp. Given that portable police radios would 
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not form part of the standard police kit for several decades, officers of the era were 
required to walk a timely beat, and check-in on the hour using dedicated police 
telephones. Any officer who missed his checkpoint had a lot of explaining to do to his 
Inspector! In addition to enforcing the law, police officers like Jenkins performed 
extraneous duties such as turning off street lamps, testing fire hydrant pressures and 
locking up public toilets. His first arrest was “Matty” Hughes, a local drunk and ne‟er-
do-well who, by the time Jenkins took him into custody, had already been arrested 
62 times!  
 In 1920, Jenkins would learn of the tragic death Bertie Jordan, who fell off 
Stone Pier in Kent, and drowned before he could be saved. In honour of his friend 
and wartime comrade, he christened his first son Donald Bertie Jenkins. 

In 1927 Jenkins travelled to London to receive training in criminal 
investigations with the Metropolitan Police, and on his return to Canterbury led the 
force‟s CID. He was an ambitious officer, and by 1928 had reached the rank of 
Inspector, no easy feat in a small force of only 35, which included the Chief 
Constable. By 1931, he had aspirations for commanding his own force, and twice 
applied for the post of Chief Constable of the neighbouring Rochester City Police, 
losing out to more experienced officers on both occasions. His golden opportunity 
would come in 1937, with the retirement of Chief Constable Harry Kenyon of the 
Penzance Borough Police. Jenkins took office on 1st January of that year, and soon 
found himself very busy leading the much larger Cornish force.  
 
Penzance 
 

 
 

“Over to you, sir.” Jenkins takes over from Kenyon, 1
st
 January 1937. 

 
The Penzance Borough Police force was established in 1836 following the Municipal 
Corporation Act of 1835. The Act required every borough to appoint a Watch 
Committee to oversee a police force. Its headquarters were situated in the basement 
of St. John‟s Hall on Alverton Street.x  

One of Jenkins‟ first significant tasks as Chief Constable was maintaining 
order on the day of King George VI‟s Coronation, which took place on 12th May 
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1937. On the evening of the 12th, Jenkins arrested Newlyn resident George Thomas 
Bennetts, who had just been dismissed from his job as a waiter at the Winter Garden 
Hall for being drunk and disorderly. Bennetts had been asked to leave by his former 
employer but had refused to do so, forcing them to call in the police. Jenkins had just 
returned from his patrol in Wherrytown and spotted two of his Constables arguing 
with Bennetts outside the hall. Testament to Jenkins‟ sensibilities, he first took 
Bennetts to one side and tried to calm him down. Bennetts stubbornly refused to 
accept that he was drunk, and tried to push past Jenkins and get back into the hall. 
When the Chief Constable refused to budge, Bennetts struck Jenkins once in the 
chest, and was arrested for assaulting a constable. The obstreperous Bennetts 
continued his quarrel with Jenkins the next morning in police custody, and 
demanded to see the Chief Constable in his office. Jenkins agreed, and upon 
marching into the office he demanded the use of the Chief Constable‟s telephone to 
call his wife. Jenkins surprised Bennetts by handing him the telephone handset; he 
quickly changed his mind and said he would continue his argument in court, where 
he was fined 10 shillings. 
 
The Policeman’s Ball 
 
Jenkins eagerly embraced the long-standing traditions of the Penzance Borough 
Police, no less on 3rd December 1937, when he held the first Charity Police Ball of 
his tenure. The tradition of the Police Ball started with his predecessor Harry 
Kenyon, who organised and hosted many such events throughout the 1920s. These 
events were infamously lavish and were well-attended by amateur and professional 
dancers from all over the county, the Mayor and Mayoress of Penzance and guests 
from neighbouring Cornwall County Constabulary. The 1937 event was the first to 
take place in five years, and was revived by Jenkins at the behest of his predecessor 
Mr Kenyon, who had declined to host one since 1932.  

The concert hall at St. John‟s Hall was put to good use for the occasion, and a 
stage was erected and decorated with beautiful floral displays. Chinese lanterns 
were hung from the ceiling, a picturesque country scene was hung on the stage 
behind where the band would play, and coloured light bulbs peered through the array 
of chrysanthemums and narcissus. The mirrored walls of the hall added an extra 
dimension of grandeur to the venue.  

All officers of the force lent a hand in decorating the hall, and sold tickets to 
the public during their patrols, the sale of which would ultimately raise money for 
local charities. Over 400 revellers attended the event, with a number of the guests 
partaking in a whist drive chaired by Mr Kenyon, with prizes issued by Mrs Jenkins. 
At the conclusion of the evening Jenkins promised a “bigger and better” party for the 
following year. He made good on his promise and on Friday 9th December 1938 the 
second ball was held, with the highlight of the evening being the “Lambeth Walk” 
dance, with its signature “Oy!” being called out in unison by over 500 dancers. At the 
end of the evening Jenkins proudly exclaimed “there is room for another dance next 
year!” which was met with rapturous applause. 
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Jenkins enjoying his rest days at Mousehole Harbour, 1937. 

 
War Looms Again 
 
In 1939, war loomed once again in Europe, and Penzance Borough was required to 
train up a large number of Special Constables and Police War Reserves. In addition 
to running a police force, Jenkins had the onerous task of building up and training 
the Auxiliary Fire Service (AFS) and wardens of the Air Raid Precautions (ARP) 
service, the latter for which he was the Sub-Controller. Whilst an Inspector with the 
Canterbury City Police, he partook in ARP training exercises designed in anticipation 
of any future war in Europe, and brought this expertise to Penzance. Moreover, prior 
to the passing of the Fire Services Act, Chief Constables were also the head of the 
Fire Brigade, and Jenkins had proven himself as an able director of fire-fighting on 
two occasions when fire destroyed a timber yard in Penzance and a warehouse in 
Marazion. In the image below, Jenkins is stood with a group of officers and villagers 
at the scene of a thatched roof fire in Newlyn. It is clear from this photo that he was 
quite prepared to get into the community spirit, and to cheerfully celebrate a “job well 
done.” 
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“A job well done.” Stood far right holding a teacup, Jenkins poses for a photograph at the scene of a 

pre-war thatched roof fire in Newlyn in 1937. 

 
Preparing for War 
 
On Sunday 17th March 1940, RCM Jenkins led a large-scale practice run for the 
Penzance ARP. Numbering over 260 volunteers, the drill was overseen by the ARP 
County Controller, Major G.H. Johnstone, and Chief Warden Mr F.S Shaw. In an 
operation that was hailed as a rousing success, Jenkins supervised twenty incidents, 
including a mock rescue operation at a ruined building on Coinagehall Street, an oil 
fire at Taylor‟s Garage and various demolition and decontamination exercises at 
sundry points.  

Equipment involved included two fire engines, eight AFS pumps, four 
ambulances, five cars for treating casualties, a mobile first-aid post and three mobile 
water vans. ARP personnel engaged included twenty umpires, twenty control room 
operators, over one hundred members of the Auxiliary Fire Service, seventy 
“casualties,” ten decontaminators, ten paramedics, ten demolition workers, twenty 
messengers and a large number of police officers, Boy Scouts and Air Cadets.xi 

On 30th May 1940, the Cornishman newspaper reported serious problems 
with the ARP, which included matters of lacklustre enthusiasm amongst the ranks, a 
problem which was enforced by the public‟s automatic reliance on the police to sort 
out the aftermath of air raids. Another point of contention amongst the ranks was 
their lack of powers to enter private properties, for if a warden spotted a light on 
during a blackout, he was not permitted to intervene; rather he had to call upon the 
assistance of a police constable. In his capacity as Sub-Controller, Jenkins reasoned 
that the Home Guard was a more appealing role, and in trying to maintain the 
interest of air raid wardens, “the rattle in this instance is as important as the rifle.”  

Chief Warden Mr F.S. Shaw would later reason that the ARP would perform 
better if they were provided with uniforms, but in a time of war, such provisions were 
scarcely available, with the police and Home Guard receiving priority service. 
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Inspection of the Fire Brigade and AFS by Mr Mabane MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 

Home Security, 1940. With him is Regional Commissioner Sir Geoffrey Peto. 

 
 
 

 
RCM Jenkins and the Penzance Special Constabulary, 1940. Seated left of Jenkins is Mr F.S. Shaw, 

Chairman of the Police Watch Committee, and seated right is Mr John Birch, Mayor. 

 
On 27th June 1940, at Penzance Police Court, Jenkins raised the issue of young 
police constables being criticized for not being in the army. Jenkins voiced his 
disdain at the idea that some young constables were being asked why they weren‟t 
in the army, and reminded the court that a serving police officer of conscription age 
was prevented from going to war for good reason. In his statement, Jenkins said: 
 
“It has become increasingly prevalent by certain offenders when spoken to by the 
police to become abusive to the policeman, and young policemen are being asked: 
Why are you not in the Army? Young policemen are not allowed in the Army 
because they are not allowed to join. It is the policy of the government to retain 
trained men in their particular jobs, and no policeman can go into the Army no matter 
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how much he wishes. It is not fair to these young men to have this thrown at them, 
and I would ask the persons who make these remarks what they are doing.”  
 
The threat of attack by air meant officers were required to enforce so-called 
“Blackout Offences” on the population of Penzance. The seriousness of such 
offences can evidenced from a court session held on 24th September 1940, when 
Jenkins gave advice to the Penzance Police Court on the proper use of a car side 
lamp, which he said required “covering with two sheets of newspaper or something 
of equal thickness to diffuse the light…” Local resident William Groves had been 
stopped by a constable for driving with an improperly covered side lamp, and was 
fined 5 shillings. Fines went as high as £2 for other residents who failed to comply 
with Air Raid Precautions during “blackout hours.” In a later court session, it was 
recommended by Alderman John Birch that the increasing frequency and 
seriousness of blackout offences should result in higher penalties, as high as £10 
per person or three months imprisonment, or both. 
 
 
 
 

 
Inspection of the Penzance Police War Reserves by Acting Inspector of Constabulary Charles 

Chitham, 1941. 

 
Penzance and The Blitz 
 
Between May and August of 1941, Penzance suffered serious bomb damage from 
air raids. The most serious of these raids occurred on 8th June, when ten high 
explosives and a number of incendiary bombs fell on the town. Six houses on Alma 
Place were destroyed, with another 30 suffering serious damage. Another bomb 
landed in St. James Street, killing nine including a Police Sergeant. Further serious 
bombings came on 21st June and on 18th and 23rd July. Penzance had some 
significant infrastructure that interested the Germans, and the Luftwaffe were known 
to have possessed aerial reconnaissance photographs of the town. To help bolster 
the town‟s defences, anti-aircraft guns were installed in areas around Penzance, 
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most significantly at Jubilee Pool and Penzance Railway Station. The 12th Battalion 
Home Guard were stationed in Penzance, and trained and worked closely with the 
Penzance Borough Police. 

RCM Jenkins tenure in Penzance was cut short, however, in December of 
1941. Realising that the county of Kent would become critical to the war effort, the 
Police Watch Committee decided to draft him back to Kent to sort out serious issues 
of misconduct at the Folkestone Borough Police, which had become marred with 
scandal. A strict and fair disciplinarian, he was the perfect man for the job, and faced 
the difficult task of weeding out criminality amongst the ranks at a time of total war 
when the force should have been focusing on preserving life and limb in the face of 
air raids, cross-channel shelling and civil unrest. Aided by detectives from Scotland 
Yard, Jenkins‟ enquiry into the misconduct of the Folkestone Borough Police 
successfully cleared the force of all dishonesty.xii Folkestone became part of the Kent 
County Constabulary in 1943, with Jenkins taking the post of ACC of No.3 District, 
based in Folkestone.xiii   
 
Lasting Impressions 
 
Jenkins‟ lasting mark on the small Penzance force would be its efficiency, and he 
would be commended by the Police Watch Committee for transforming the small 
rural force into a highly organised and professional organisation. He is also credited 
with introducing a Criminal Investigations Department and a Motor Patrol Group. On 
10th November 1941, Mr F.S. Shaw, in his capacity as Chairman of the Police 
Watch Committee, addressed the Penzance Town Council and paid tribute to the 
Chief Constable and announced that Jenkins would be leaving Penzance for 
Folkestone. In his statement he said: “soon after his appointment Mr. Jenkins had 
reorganised the force and raised it to a high degree of efficiency…” He also 
commented: “There was no force in the country working with greater efficiency than 
Penzance Borough Force…” Jenkins was present during the meeting, and modestly 
replied “If I have achieved any measure of success it is due to the willing co-
operation I have received.” His successor at Penzance was Mr Frederick George 
Beale, who held the post until the Borough merged with Cornwall County in 1947.  

Jenkins held a warm affection for Cornwall, and he frequently holidayed in the 
county with his wife and three children, Donald, Roy and Marjorie, long after he 
moved back to Kent. On Saturday 2nd June 1944, Donald Jenkins returned to 
Cornwall to marry his fiancée Effie James, at Gulval Church, with the reception held 
at Chirgwin‟s Cafe in Penzance. His sister Marjorie was bridesmaid. 

In 1939, Irish artist Stanhope Forbes, a resident of Cornwall, was tasked with 
painting a portrait of RCM Jenkins. The painting survives to this day, and is still on 
display at Police Headquarters in Exeter. In 1970 Jenkins donated the painting to 
Devon & Cornwall Constabulary as a tribute to the Penzance Borough Police.xiv 
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“RCM Jenkins” by Stanhope Forbes, painted in 1939. 

 
 
Policing Hellfire Corner 
 
The county of Kent became critical to the war effort, and the amalgamated borough 
forces of Kent had much to bear amidst frequent air raids, cross-channel shelling 
and the constant threat of invasion. Problems on the home front included dealing 
with unruly foreign soldiers, maintaining the morale of the Home Guard and the ARP, 
and keeping under wraps one of Britain‟s best kept secrets – Operation Chastise, or 
“The Dambusters.” Trials for the legendary bouncing bomb were carried out on the 
banks of the Reculver at Herne Bay, and overseen by Jenkins‟ friend and colleague, 
Inspector Setterfield. In 1941, the corporation of Penzance sent well-wishes to 
Jenkins when he was injured in an air raid. 

Post-war, in January of 1946, Jenkins received the King‟s Police and Fire 
Services Medal for Distinguished Servicexv, and in 1949 the King‟s Medal for 
Conspicuous Dedication to Duty. He was made a serving Brother of the Venerable 
Order of Saint John on January 1st 1950, and an OBE in the 1953 New Year 
Honours. 
 
Seven Weeks In Wales 
 
In February of 1952, the Chief Constable of Newport Borough Police, in South 
Wales, was taken to task by the Police Watch Committee for a number of serious 
transgressions whilst in office. In a thirteen day hearing, the Committee heard that 
Mr Clifford Montague Harris had, since 1947, used his status as a Chief Constable to 
obtain priority delivery of a new motor car, wilfully made false, misleading and 
inaccurate statements regarding the conduct of a police officer, and had a police-
owned vehicle rebuilt and repurposed for personal use. To add further 
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embarrassment to the force, it was also heard that Mr Harris had ordered his 
constables to carry out gardening work at his home during work time. Harris was 
asked to “resign or be sacked,”xvi and from 12th March to the 27th April of 1952, RCM 
Jenkins led the force until a replacement Chief Constable was found. 
 
Serving With Gentlemen at War 

 
His later career with the Kent County Constabulary would be spent serving alongside 
such visionary police officers as Sir Percy Sillitoe, Major Sir John Ferguson and 
Colonel Geoffrey White. On 22nd April 1947, he was appointed Deputy Chief 
Constable when the incumbent DCC Mr W.C. Palmer died suddenly, and in 1962 
temporarily led Kent County when CC Geoffrey White collapsed and died at an 
ACPO dinner.xvii 

Jenkins retired on 16th May 1963 with an exemplary record, after 44 years of 
servicexviii. In his retirement he would write about his experiences at war and his 
police career, often with the same tongue-in-cheek humour he was known for. 
Impressed with its accurate representation of the Home Guard in World War 2, 
Jenkins thoroughly enjoyed watching Dad‟s Army on the television. He was a keen 
sportsman, enjoying cricket, golf and bowls, and in his Canterbury days was a “crack 
shot” at the Canterbury Rifle Club. Many of his relatives and descendants have 
followed in his footsteps and served in the police in Kent, Coventry and Wales from 
1901 to the present day. RCM Jenkins died on 18th March 1973, aged 74, at his 
home in Bearsted, Kent. His colleagues remembered him as a fine soldier and police 
officer. His friends and family would remember him as a fine husband, father, 
grandfather and a humorous and modest gentleman. He was affectionately referred 
to by those close to him as “Jenks.” 

 
 

 
Deputy Chief Constable Jenkins, KPM, O St J, OBE.  

 
So, there you have it. There is of course much more to tell, and you are invited to 
read the Wikipedia article composed over the course of 18 months with the kind 
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assistance of Robert Mott, retired Police Superintendent, and Great-Nephew to RCM 
Jenkins, and Brian Jenkins, RCM Jenkins‟ grandson. There is something to be said 
about the passage of time, and what fascinating stories may be lost unless they are 
preserved. Perhaps take away from reading this the idea that there are thousands of 
unsung heroes out there, and consider the legacy of your own ancestors and the 
stories they have to tell before they are lost forever. 
 
Author: Mark Rothwell 
Contributors: R.D. Mott, B.P. Jenkins & Paul Jenkins 
With grateful assistance from: Roger Hext, Simon Dell, Kenneth Searle, Reverend Alan Pinnegar, 
Anna Derham, Angela Sutton-Vane & Carmen Talbot 
 
All photos reproduced with kind permission of B.P. Jenkins, except the portrait photograph of Jenkins 
as DCC of Kent, which is used with kind permission of the Kent Police Museum. 
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